THE  SPANISH WAR
was extremely hazardous. Not only were the Nationalist
positions in the Casa de Campo on the west bank of the
Manzanares being continually attacked,, but the wooden
bridge erected at nights by the engineers to link the two
banks was directly enfiladed by two Red machine-gun
posts and was also the target for a great deal of artillery
fire, most of it fortunately very inaccurate. In the day-
time, the bringing up of supplies or reinforcements, and
the evacuation of the wounded could only be done in
armoured cars. At night, it was possible to cross on foot
in the interval of machine-gun bursts, provided one ran
very fast.
At the outset, in the grounds of the University City
itself it was barely possible to move from the shelter of
one building to another without great risk and, finally,
it was found necessary to dig communication trenches
linking all the Nationalist positions, while at the same time
a complete system of front-line trenches with barbed
wire was prepared, facing the Western Park and the Argu-
elles quarter of Madrid. But this was much later, when
the hope of piercing to the heart of Madrid from the
University City itself had been abandoned for the wiser
scheme of a broad, sweeping, encircling move which
would force the enemy to evacuate the city so as not to
be cut off and trapped.
In these November and December days, cold at nights
but often with wonderful sunny mornings and afternoons,
the whole idea was that, using the University City as a
flace farmes, the Nationalist leaders could penetrate
east to the Glonetta des Cuatro Caminos, and south to
the heights of the Paseo de Resales and the ill-fated
Montana barracks, and thus gain control of Madrid,
From Cuatro Caminos broad, wide avenues lead to the
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